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This home is a hidden jewel in Santa Cruz, right up 

to the edge of one of the state’s best surf breaks. 

Feldman Architecture was able to capitalize on this 

magical site and create a perfect balance between 

high design and a casual Californian aesthetic, cre-

ating even a bit more magic.
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CAPTURE: What sparked your interest 

in architecture? 

JONATHAN FELDMAN: My path to 

architecture was quite indirect. In my 

youth, I always enjoyed designing and 

building projects. However, my academic 

interests led me to a liberal arts college 

with no architecture classes. A summer 

construction job and a fair amount of 

chance led me to a 6-week architecture 

discovery program at Harvard’s GSD. 

This planted a seed that, after some 

additional detours through film-making 

and various technology jobs, eventually 

led me to seek a graduate degree in 

architecture.
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C: What captivated you about 

this project? 

JF: This project was very exciting 

from day one. I still remember 

driving down to Santa Cruz to 

meet the owners for the first time 

at the property. The site, with 

its relationship to the dramatic 

coastal cliff and the amazing 

panoramic ocean views was 

quite special, as was the owner’s 

excitement to create something 

very specific and special for their 

young family. They had previously 

done a significant residential 

project and said, “This time we 

want to do it right”. 
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C: Tell us what has challenged you the 

most as an architect. 

JF: I’ll answer this as it relates to Surf 

House, but also in a way that generally 

relates to a broader struggle in our 

office - challenges with the costs of 

construction. This project took several 

years to procure entitlements from the 

Coastal Commission and local building 

and planning departments. In that 

time there was a dramatic increase in 

construction costs. There was also a 

challenge of finding local contractors 

willing to take the project on after seeing 

that ‘big city’ architects were producing 

a very thick set of detailed drawings. All 

our bids were coming in well over budget 

and we were close to pulling the plug on 

this project. Luckily, my partner, Chris 

Kurrle, was able to find a skilled builder 

who was able to execute the work and, 

because they self-perform a significant 

portion of the scope, were able to meet 

our budget constraints. RJL Construction 

was the real hero of this project. 
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C: What is your process for selecting 

and finding materials for your design? 

JF: This particular project provided a 

great opportunity to use Monterey 

Cypress extensively on both the 

exteriors and interiors. I had long 

wanted to use this particular wood 

because it is easy to source in a 

sustainable way and has many 

beautiful personalities depending on 

whether it is smoothly finished and 

preserved with a clear stain or is left to 

weather naturally and patina. 

C: What’s on your bucket list for this 

decade? 

JF: We are particularly excited 

to pursue a few opportunities to 

design homes in Hawaii as well as in 

Colorado, Wyoming, and Utah. Being 

able to tailor our aesthetics and site-

responsive design process to these 

beautiful and unique geographies and 

micro-climates is very exciting to us. 
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