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Amongst

the trees

Two timber studios have been created in the grounds of an existing home
Photography Joe Fletcher

OWNER’S BRIEF
The aim was to
construct two
studios: one for an
artist and another
to practice yoga in.
The cabins needed
to interact and
sympathise with
the environment
around them rather
than impose on it.
Low-and no-VOC
materials were used
specifically to reduce
the structures’
impact on the lush
surroundings.

ARCHITECT’S QUESTIONS
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his couple wanted to create
separate studios for their
individual passions – one loving
gardening and yoga and the
other a keen artist. The lower
yoga studio has a planted roof
which offers a quilt-like garden
and blends into the hillside as
a canvas for the artist above
to enjoy. The studios sit only
a stone’s throw away from the main
house, but stand entirely independently,
offering the owners creative and private
escapes between the trees. They allow
two distinct perspectives of the
surrounding forest – the artist’s studio
with views skimming the tree tops and
flooded with natural light, the lower
building nestling amid the tree trunks,
enveloped by nature. The green roof also
plays an integral role in the site’s
stormwater management solution; along
with on-site dissipaters, the roof collects,
diverts and releases storm water back
onto the sloped site in a controlled
manner to prevent erosion.
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What are the sustainable qualities?

For these buildings, we have used green
roof and stormwater management
solutions, minimised site grading
and also used fly ash in concrete.
What treatments were used on the
cabins? We used a pre-weathering stain

on the natural cedar siding that gave
its surface a patina and protection
and minimised future maintenance.

How does this differ to city projects
that you’ve worked on before?

Building on a steep and densely wooded
hillside is very challenging, especially in
the wet season. Site access and staging
areas were tricky for the builders. On
the upside, there were no neighbours to
object to the design or construction.
How did you ensure the surrounding
trees didn’t obstruct natural light?

We located the buildings to take
advantage of the views as well as the
filtered light that makes its way through
certain spots in the forest. We then
placed lots of glass to capture that light.
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PROJECT NOTES
ARCHITECT
Feldman
Architecture
feldmanarchitecture.com
CONTRACTOR
JP Builders
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER
Yu Strandberg
Engineering
GREEN ROOF
AND LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE
Jori Hook
WOOD
Engelmann Spruce
Lodgepole Pine
WINDOWS
Sierra Pacific Doors
& Windows

HOME PROFILE
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Two small cabins hidden
within the depths of a
Californian wood that have
taken the form of a yoga
studio and an artist’s studio
LOCATION
Mill Valley, California
CLIENTS
An artist and an avid gardener,
who for many years had
been living on the rural site.
The cabins offered them
the opportunity to further
their relationship with the
stunning surroundings
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